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by court-martial. When returned to duty, he was assigned to a different or-
ganization so that he could start anew.
Actually there was little in the way of intensive treatment that could be
given to such men. Adequate evaluation was possible, however. It is not known
how many homosexual offenders were salvaged for further duty under this
system, but probably not a significant number. Certainly many who were funda-
mentally homosexual were returned to duty with no mention or indication
to commanding officers of the root of their difficulty. The fact that any were
salvaged seems surprising in the light of the prevalence of such strong
prejudices.
Neither Army regulations nor the above War Department circular specified
the method of disposition of the homosexual who was not guilty of any offense.
It was common practice, however, to give "discharges without honor" to any
homosexual, on the premise that homosexuality constituted an undesirable trait
of character.
To correct this action the Office of the Surgeon General desired to state in
Army regulations 13 that those who were not guilty of any offense and who had
had a good record should not be given a blue discharge. Concurrence in this
could not be obtained. It was apparently feared that many homosexuals who
were well adjusted would seek to be discharged, and that others might claim
to be homosexual for the purpose of getting out of the Army with honorable
discharges.
Without the prior knowledge of the Office of the Surgeon General, Army
Regulations 615-368 was revised i month later, to the effect that "the mere
confession by an individual to the psychiatrist that he possesses homosexual
tendencies will not in itself constitute sufficient cause for discharge. . . ."
Provision was made for hospitalization upon the recommendation of the psy-
chiatrist for the purpose of determining if the individual should be restored
to duty or separated from the service. However, the implication was that, if
separated, it would be with a blue discharge.
After a series of conferences with the representatives of the major forces
of the Army, a special memorandum was forwarded in July, 1945, by the
Surgeon General to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-i. It expressed the opinion
that "personnel who were inadaptable for service by reason of homosexuality
were entitled to honorable discharges, providing they were guilty of no offense
and that their service had been honorable and faithful." It also pointed out that
when an individual voluntarily sought medical assistance which led to a blue
discharge, faith in medical officers was lost; furthermore, when such indi-
viduals received a blue discharge they were given the same treatment as those
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